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news release


PR 3763

Countryside Rules

A Guildford man has had to learn the hard way about where he cannot use his vehicle in the countryside.  

In May this year a man was caught driving a four wheel drive car on a restricted byway in the Candovers, near Basingstoke and was prosecuted. He was found guilty and received an £80 fine, plus £50 in fees.   

A restricted byway is a new classification of public path and this is believed to be one of the very first occasions in the UK someone has been prosecuted for using such a route unlawfully.

Hampshire County Council looks after over 7,000 public rights of  way, which amounts to 2,840 miles of footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways and byways open to all traffic. With such a vast area to maintain we need your help in making sure people are not using them illegally. The only legitimate public use of Restricted Byways is on foot, cycle, horseback or by horse drawn vehicle. It is only on byways open to all traffic where motor vehicles are permitted and these vehicles must be road legal.

Executive Member for Recreation and Heritage, Councillor Margaret Snaith said: “This just shows that illegal motorised use of public rights of way is a serious offence and offenders can find themselves with a criminal record and out of pocket as a consequence.

“I would like to urge members of the public to report anyone they see breaking the law to the police. With your help we can stop illegal use of motor vehicles in the countryside, making it a safer place for all to enjoy.” 

Gerald Ellis, who owns the land the vehicle was driven on,  said: “As a landowner I am pleased to see the public enjoying the countryside in a responsible manner. The route over my farm is enjoyed by walkers, horse riders and cyclists. These ancient routes were not designed to be used by motor vehicles which destroy the surface of the path, making it difficult for everybody else to use. 

“Most vehicles that I have seen on my land are often driven at speed with no regard to other users. If anyone spots a vehicle being used illegally they should report it to the Police as it can lead to a conviction, as this case shows.”
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